Sights & Sounds of Denmark and Sweden
Led by Gail Speckmann
Tour Days August 16-28, 2018
Additional Lodging Night(s) prior to the start of the tour can be arranged.
Day 1, Thursday August 16
ARRIVAL COPENHAGEN
Arrive by individual flights, arranged on own. Transfer to your hotel at own arrangement. If room
is not ready for checkups -in, the hotel will store your luggage until such time.
Copenhagen, the capital city of the kingdom of Denmark since 1417, is one of Europe's oldest
capitals with a royal touch. The monarchy in Denmark is the oldest in the world! Copenhagen is
a place where old fairytales blend with flashy new architecture and world class design.
Copenhagen is also considered one of the world's most environmentally friendly cities and one of
the world’s leading cycle cities.
.

I n
the afternoon meet local guide and start 2½ hours introduction walking tour. During the
tour you will pass sights such as the Amalienborg Palace, the old harbour of Nyhavn,
Christiansborg Palace (seat of the Danish Parliament), the City Hall, Hans Christian Andersen’s
statue, and many other popular sights. The tour terminates in Tivoli (entrance incl.).
Welcome dinner at restaurant inside Tivoli. The Tivoli Gardens opened in 1843, and is the
second oldest amusement park in the world. Apart from the various attractions (roller coasters,
carousels etc.) there are many restaurants within the park, a pantomime theater, concert halls,
etc. In the summertime, the park is decorated with a multitude of flowers. Return to your hotel
on own. Accommodation at Phoenix Hotel, centrally located
Day 2, Friday August 17 COPENHAGEN –
NORTH ZEALAND – COPENHAGEN
Breakfast at the hotel. Today enjoy a full-day
excursion (10 hours) to the beautiful
castles of North Zealand and Louisiana
Museum of Modern Art.
At 09:00 leave Copenhagen by coach with
local guide, passing through rural villages and
wooded, undulating countryside to Hillerød and
the Frederiksborg Castle (entrance incl.),
the beautifully situated Renaissance building

Frederiksborg is the home of the Museum of National History, the
collection of which includes priceless paintings, silver and porcelain
items, furniture and tapestries. The castle chapel houses Denmark’s
oldest organ from 1610.
From Frederiksborg, drive on to Helsingør and visit the imposing
Kronborg Castle (entrance incl.), which was the setting of
'Hamlet', the dramatic masterpiece by William Shakespeare. The
castle has for centuries been one of the most important Renaissance
castles in Northern Europa and was added to UNESCO’s World
Heritage Sites list in 2000
After Kronborg, drive south along the coastal road, passing through
small villages, fashionable resorts and some exclusive residential
areas. Visit the
L o u i s i a n a
Museum of
Modern Art
(entrance incl.),
located directly on the shores of Øresund in
Humlebæk. Its originality lies in the fact that
the beautiful natural surroundings play a
leading role in showing the collections to
great effect. The collection comprises
sculptures by Arp, Calder, Ernst, Dubuffet,
Moore, Jacobsen as well as a series of
G i a c o m e t t i ´ s s c u l p t u r e s d ra m a t i c a l l y
displayed in room overlooking Humlebæk
Lake through floor to ceiling glass panels.
Return to Copenhagen in the evening.
Accommodation at Phoenix Hotel, centrally located
Day 3, Saturday August 18
COPENHAGEN
Breakfast at the hotel. Enjoy the morning free at leisure.
Transfer on own to the New Market Halls (Torvehallerne), near Nørreport station (1,5 km from
your hotel.) At 12:00 start of 2 hours private food tour. This tour is centered mainly around
the New Market halls (Torvehallerne) with little walking required. The tastings will provide a good
sample of new Danish gastronomy along with stories about the recent spectacular rise of Nordic
cuisine. The tastings make up a light meal. The rest of the day is free at leisure to explore some
of the many museums of art, culture, history and design. We warmly recommend a visit to
Rosenborg Castle, the Round Tower (Rundetårn), Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek, the National Gallery
etc. Also remember time to just enjoy the pedestrian shopping streets of Strøget and
surroundings.
Accommodation at Phoenix Hotel, centrally located

Day 4, Sunday August 19
COPENHAGEN – SKÅNE – COPENHAGEN
Breakfast at the hotel. At 09:00 meet guide and depart from Copenhagen by coach for a
full day (9 hours) excursion to Skåne in Sweden. Before crossing the bridge to Sweden you
make a stop at the fishing village Dragør, which was
founded by Dutch settlers invited by the King to grow
vegetables for the Court. Fishing of particularly herrings
has also played an important role in the history of the
place. Here you can experience a very special atmosphere,
narrow cobbled streets, and small colorful thatched
houses. Dragør harbour gives you great opportunities to
see the Øresund Bridge, a 16 km direct link between
Denmark and Sweden.
Pass the bridge over the Øresund to Malmö, the biggest
city in the Skåne area. In recent years, Malmö has
developed into an exciting city with focus on
cultural offerings, innovative architecture and a
strong organic social character. Malmö was
certified as Sweden’s first Fairtrade City in 2006
and this has spurred the city’s organic and fair
trade offerings ever since. In Malmö we
recommend a visit to Malmöhus Castle
(entrance not incl.) which has been housing
museum collections since 1926. In 1434 king Erik
VII of Denmark had the castle of Myntergaarden
built where the Malmöhus Castle stands today.
From Malmö drive to Ystad. Only a few cities in
Scandinavia and Europe boast such a complete
and ‘living’ picture of bygone days as Ystad. Many of the 300 halftimbered houses and other buildings are filled with restaurants and shops
and the picturesque corners are alive with surprises and bargains. Bestselling author Henning Mankell has put the city of Ystad, on the world map
with his detective stories about Police Superintendent Kurt Wallander, a
bachelor who grapples with murder investigations and difficult criminal
cases in Ystad and its surroundings. The popular books have been adapted
for the screen, and you can now go on a guided tour in an old veteran
fire engine (not included) around Ystad and listen to stories about the
films and the books.

Proceed from Ystad to Käseberga for a
visit to Ales Stenar. Ales stenar (Stones)
is Sweden´s largest preserved “ship
setting” – stones set in the layout of a ship. We do not know for
certain what function the stones have had through the ages, or
what the ship setting symbolised for the people who created it.
Return to Copenhagen in the evening.
Accommodation at Phoenix Hotel, centrally located

Day 5, Monday August 20
COPENHAGEN – ODENSE – RIBE
After breakfast depart from Copenhagen westward through countryside and small villages, some
of which were founded by Vikings more than a thousand years ago. From Halskov you will drive
over one of the world’s largest suspension bridges constructed off-shore, the Great Belt Bridge
(Storebæltsbroen) and arrive on the island of Funen. Continue to Odense, Denmark’s third
largest city and Hans Christian Andersen’s home town. Visit Hans Christian Andersen
Museum (entrance incl.)
You will also visit Funen Village Open Air Museum (entrance incl.). The village is from the
time of Hans Christian Anderson, and here you can experience
how most people on Funen lived
200 years ago in a society full of
changes that affected even
quite ordinary people.
Leave Odense and cross the
Little Belt waterway to Jutland
and continue to Ribe,
Denmark’s most famous
medieval town. However, the
small size has enabled it to
preserve its architectural unity
and to retain its old-world atmosphere while remaining a lively
town.
Accommodation at Hotel Dagmar in Ribe, centrally
located
Day 6, Tuesday August 21
RIBE – FANØ – RIBE
Breakfast at the hotel. In the morning visit to the Viking
Museum (entrance incl.) of Ribe which brings to life the
town of Ribe during the Viking period and the Middle Ages. If
time permits, we can also recommend visits to the Ribe
Cathedral and the Viking Centre (entrance not incl.) where
you can wander around the reconstructed life-size Viking
estate and meet Vikings who work with reconstructed tools
using techniques that were used back then.
Drive to Esbjerg and board the ferry to Fanø, an approx. 12 minutes ferry crossing. Enjoy the
afternoon and evening on the island in the North Sea with wide sandy beaches and great nature
to explore. You have your coach at disposal all day. A visit to Sønderho is a must! Voted the
most beautiful village in Denmark, Sønderho is the essence of Danish “hygge” (happiness,
coziness, and well-being from the little things in life). The old houses and the maritime history is
the perfect setting for a holiday in a relaxed atmosphere. Ferry Fanø-Esbjerg and return to Ribe.
Accommodation at Hotel Dagmar in Ribe, centrally located

Day 7, Wednesday August 22
After breakfast at the hotel route to Kolding, recently designated as one of UNESCO’s Creative
Cities, honored for its innovation and creativity in the area of “Design’ in sustainable and
inclusive urban development. We will have options to visit to Trapholt Museum for Modern
Art and Design (entrance not incl.), dedicated to modern art along with Denmark’s largest
collection of mid-century Danish design and/or Koldinghus (entrance not incl.).
The most important monument in the history of the city is the hilltop medieval castle ruin
Koldinghus which has been, over the years, a fortress, a royal residence, ruins and a museum.
Today holds contemporary exhibitions are shown.
Continue to the village of Jelling. During the 10C, at the height of the Viking period, Jelling was
for sometime the royal seat chosen by two Viking kings, Gorm the Old and his son Harald
Bluetooth, who started the Danish Royal line. As evidence they left two large burial mounds and
two rune stones, known as the Jelling Stones, which have given crucial information about early
Danish history.
Proceed to Aarhus, the second largest city of Denmark and also known as the City of the Smile.
Accommodation at Comwell Hotel Aarhus, or similar centrally located
Day 8, Thursday August 23 AARHUS received the well-deserved title of
European Capital of Culture 2017.Visit the famous Den Gamle By (entrance
incl.)- an open-air Old Town Museum of Urban History and Culture that is a
breathing experience of what it was like to live and work in a Danish market
town, as it was in the old days. You have the unique chance to stroll through
its cozy streets of the 1700s, 1800s and the 1900s, see the collection of more
than 75 houses from all over Denmark and explore the homes, courtyards and
shops as they might have looked in Hans Christian Andersen’s days. The
Moesgaard Museum’s (entrance incl.) exhibition of prehistoric homonoids is

outstanding.
The Aros
Museum’s
(entrance incl.) architecture
is modern and beautiful, it
always offer new interesting
exhibitions and the colorful rainbow panorama is a total must!
Dinner possibilities at one of the many restaurants along the
river walk
Accommodation at Comwell Hotel Aarhus, or similar centrally located

Day 9, Friday August 24 AARHUS – SKAGEN – FREDERIKSHAVN – GOTHENBURG
Breakfast at the hotel. Leave Aarhus and drive to the unique North of Jutland, Skagen, with the
numerous attractions. This region is famous, not only for the extremely diverse landscape and
many hours of sun, but also for the unique light and nature created by the influence of 3 seas –
the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat. Among the highlights are the Sanded Church,
the moving dune of Råbjerg Mile, the village of Skagen, former home of a colony of wellknown artists. and finally Grenen, the northernmost part where the seas meet in a dramatic
dance, especially on windy days. Enjoy a ride with “Sandormen” (included) – a truck drawn
by a tractor – along beach to the point where the two seas meet.

Option to visit the Skagen art museum (entrance not included).

Drive to Frederikshavn and say
goodbye to your long distance
coach. Take the ferry to
Gothenburg, departing from
Frederikshavn
late
afternoon or evening.
Duration approx. 3½ hours.
Arrive in Gothenburg and
transfer to your hotel for check
in. Accommodation at
Clarion Hotel Post, centrally
located

(Above Skagen artists from left to right:
two by Peter Severin Kroyer).

Carl Locher, Oscar Bjorck, Anna Archer, and the last

Day 10, Saturday August 25
GOTHENBURG–STOCKHOLM
Breakfast at the hotel. Enjoy the day free at leisure in Gothenburg. One great option is to take
the ferry to the Archipelago. The islands are easily accessible by taking Tram 11 from the city
center to the harbor and then boarding the ferry. The ferry is included in the tram ticket.
If you get a day pass, you can hop on and off the tram and the ferry boats as often as you like.

Gothenburg, a relatively young city (1621) is the
number one seaport in Scandinavia and a bustling
commercial centre. It has a lot to offer with an
interesting history, culture and many famous places
such as the Kungsportavenue, Gustav Adolfs Torg,
the Fish Church, and the amusement park Liseberg.
Late afternoon, walk one block from your hotel to the
train station and take the 3-3½ hours express
train (x2000) from Gothenburg to Stockholm
(2017 timetable 16:25-19:46). Arrive in Stockholm
and transfer to your hotel.
Accommodation at Best Western Premiere Hotel
Kung Carl, centrally located
Day 11, Sunday August 26
STOCKHOLM
Breakfast at the hotel. At 09:00 meet local guide and start 3 hours panoramic city tour
by coach. Famous sights on the tour include the Royal Palace, the Parliament Buildings, the
island of Djurgården and the Old Town (Gamla
Stan), with its narrow cobbled streets and
numerous antique shops.
Terminate the city tour at the pier (end of service
coach this morning, a new one will take you from
Drottningholm and back to your hotel). At 12:00
board a magnificent turn of the century ship
that will take you from central Stockholm
(City Hall) out to the royal residence
Drottningholm. The journey itself (1 hour) is a
great way to experience Stockholm and its
surroundings from the water. Possible to add lunch
on board (not included).

Arrive at Drottningholm and enjoy the beautiful garden before following your guide on a guided
tour at the Drottningholm Castle (entrance incl.). The Drottningholm Palace is on UNESCO's
World Heritage list. It is the most well-preserved royal castle built in the 1600s in Sweden and at
the same time is representative of all European architecture for the period. The Palace has been
the present Royal Family's permanent residence. The rooms in the southern wing of the palace
are reserved for this purpose. The rest of the palace and grounds are open to the public year
round.

After the guided tour at the Castle proceed to the Drottningholm Castle Theatre (entrance
incl.) for a guided tour. Follow the theatre guide on a tour that will take you into the public
rooms surrounding the auditorium, into the auditorium where the magic of the stage and the
splendid decorations will almost come to live, and end up in the beautiful Déjeuner Salon looking
out over the English garden. You will hear the sound of the thunder box and the wind machine or
experience an aria and a famous orchestra piece, if there are rehearsals! A visit to
Drottningholm Castle Theatre will convey impressions of the theatre life in the 18th century and
give a better understanding of the living cultural heritage. Duration of the tour is 30-40 minutes.
Return to your hotel by coach transfer (approx. 30 minutes’ drive).
Accommodation at Best Western Premiere Hotel Kung Carl, centrally located
Day 12, Monday August 27
STOCKHOLM
Breakfast at the hotel. At 10:00, transfer from your hotel to Skansen (entrance incl.).
Skansen, the world´s oldest open air museum, was founded in 1891 and features some 150
cultural-historic buildings from all over Sweden. Including a zoo with wild and domestic Nordic
animals, Skansen is the venue for traditional annual festivities, markets, folk dance displays and
other celebrations. Here you can learn about traditional Swedish handicraft and folklore.
At 14:00 coach transfer back to your hotel or to Gamla Stan (transfer with 2 stops). In
the Gamla Stan area we warmly recommend a visit to the Nobel Museum, Storkyrkan Cathedral,
the Royal Palace etc.

A few blocks from your hotel is the Östermalms Saluhall – we suggest dinner on your own
here. The market hall in the posh Östermalm neighborhood is a true Stockholm gem. Its
distinctive tower and soaring glass ceiling give it the feeling of a cathedral. Step inside, and
you’ll immediately see that food is what’s worshipped here. Fish, game, baked goods, cheese,
deli meats, produce, and chocolate are all on display.
Accommodation at Best Western Premiere Hotel Kung Carl, centrally located
Day 13, Tuesday August 28
STOCKHOLM
Breakfast at the hotel. Meet guide and driver and start full day (7 hours) sightseeing to
Djurgården for a visit to Vasa Museum (entrance incl.), Prince Eugen’s
Waldemarsudde (entrance incl.), and Thielska Gallery (entrance incl.).
Vasa Museum: The impressive warship Vasa sank on her maiden voyage in 1628 but was
salvaged 333 years later in 1961. She has since been restored and can now be seen with her
complete rigging at the Vasa Museum.

Prince Eugen’s Waldemarsudde: The
museum consists of a main building, the
“Palace”, built in 1903–1905 as a residence
for Prince Eugen (1865–1947), and a gallery
building that was added in 1913. Architect
Ferdinand Boberg designed both buildings in
close cooperation with Prince Eugen. The
Prince, son of King Oscar II and Queen
Sophia, was one of the leading landscape
painters of his time. He was also an important
art collector and a central figure in the
Swedish cultural world.
On the ground floor of the Palace, you can
visit the common areas of Prince Eugen’s
home, which are preserved as they were in
his time. The upper floors of the building and
the Gallery show work from the collection and temporary exhibitions. These exhibitions include
work by both contemporary artists and artists who were contemporaries of Prince Eugen. The
Prince’s lovely park and gardens are dotted with sculptures, including work by Carl Milles. There
are also a labyrinth and several historic buildings, including the Linseed Oil Mill, from 1785.
Possible to add group lunch at Waldermasudde (not included).

Thielska
G a l l e r y :
T h i e l s k a
Galleriet is
recognized as
one of the
finest art
museums in
Sweden and is
beautifully set
in
walled
grounds at

Blockhusudden
in the royal park of Djurgården. The gallery houses a unique collection of works of art from the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries by leading artists of the period including Eugéne
Jansson, Carl Larsson, Bruno Liljefors, Edvard Munch, August Strindberg and Anders Zorn.
In the evening 3 hours
roundtrip transfer hotelrestaurant-hotel. Enjoy a
farewell
dinner
at
Kaknästornet, while you enjoy
the view of Stockholm and the
archipelago from the restaurant in
the old TV tower 134 meter above
Djurgården.
Accommodation at Best
Western Premiere Hotel Kung
Carl, centrally located
Day 14, Wednesday August 29
STOCKHOLM DEPARTURE
Breakfast at the hotel. Check out from the hotel. Group transfer by coach from your hotel to
Stockholm Arlanda Airport. Flight out on own.
Touring and Accommodations provided through

Contact Gail Speckmann for further information
763-218-2031. Or email: gail@gailspeckmann.com

$250 deposit due to make your reservation checks payable to
Gail Speckmann - 2545 Queensland Lane North - Plymouth, MN 55447

high praise for travel with Gail....
"No one researches or leads a tour better than Gail Speckmann. I was privileged to be driver/guide on
three of Gail's tours in the UK and I have to say that in 12 years of being a tour guide those were the most
intricately planned and interesting trips I ever did." Tom McIver, Professional UK Driver/Guide
“Gail is a seasoned traveler, but more than that, she made the entire trip a delight. I got way more than I
bargained for! I am hopeful that I will be able to travel with Gail on future occasions.” Meg Corrigan
"...wandering with Gail through any country is an adventure of good times, great places and wonderful
memories." Pat & Karen Stewart

GAIL SPECKMANN

www.gailspeckmann.com

Gail Speckmann has led 12 European tours. As an artist, photographer, writer/poet, and musician, she brings a full artistic
perspective as your guide. In addition to the history and nature of these countries, this highly integrated approach will
broaden and deepen your experience. Gail will be sharing helpful guidance to enhance composition for your photography
She will introduce you to the work of some of the past and contemporary visual artists.
Additionally, we will experience sounds, both words and music, pertaining to particular Danish and Swedish poets/writers
and musicians (contemporary and past). These “voices” will help us immerse fully into the rhythms of a particular area,
but they also strike a universal chord.
The tour destinations have been carefully selected. Your will have some flexibility in choosing how to spend your time
for your own personal enjoyment and exploration. within these stops.
A notebook will be provided to you prior to the tour to help acquaint you with what we will cover as noted above. A
daily journal may be kept by volunteers and provided to all travelers after the tour to help fill out your memories.
The experiences of this tour will continue to enrich your lives with great images and stories, and improved
photographic skills with stronger artistic composition. You may be inspired to venture further into the art,
history, music, and writings of the the people of Denmark and Sweden. An ongoing gift in your life…..

Sights & Sounds of Denmark and Sweden
Led by Gail Speckmann
Tour Days August 16-28, 2018
To join the journey, book your trip or, for more information contact:

Gail Speckmann at 763-218-2031
REGISTRATION FORM
Please read and complete the information on this form and forward to Gail
Speckmann along with a copy of your signed passport (signature and photo pages). One
registration form per passenger, is required in order to be confirmed on the tour.
INSTRUCTIONS:

Name:

Address:
City, State, Zip
Home Phone
Cell Phone
email address:
Traveling companion
Emergency contact:, including phone number and relationship:
Terms and Conditions:
Deposit: $250 per person at time of booking Final payment: Due by June 16, 2018
Payable to Gail Speckmann * 2545 Queensland Lane North * Plymouth, MN 55447
Cancellation Policy: All cancellations must be received in writing and are effective upon receipt by Gail.
The following amounts will be withheld based on the cancellation time period.

90 -76 days prior to scheduled departure ………………

$250.00 per person*

75 – 61 days prior to scheduled departure …………

$350.00 per person*

Within 60 days of scheduled departure ……………..

Non-refundable

Trip insurance is available and is strongly recommended. You are free to explore your
own insurance options. Travel Guard has given us excellent service. FYI: 1.800.826.5248
or www.travel guard.com

TOUR PACKAGE
$4395

Based on a minimum of 12 participants Rate per person in double/twin:
Single supplement option available for an additional $925

The package price includes:
• 13 night’s accommodation including breakfasts
• 1 welcome dinner in Tivoli and 1 farewell dinner at Kaknästornet
• Coach, English speaking local guide, and entrance fees as listed below:
o Day 1, guide 2½ hours (walking tour)
o Day 1, entrance Tivoli (without guide)
o Day 2, coach+guide 10 hours
o Day 2, entrance Frederiksborg + Kronborg + Louisiana
o Day 3, private Food Tour 2 hours incl. guide + tastings (walking tour)
o Day 4, coach+guide 9 hours
o Day 5-9, long distance coach
o Day 5, entrance H. C. Andersen Museum and Funen Village Open Air Museum
o Day 6, entrance Ribe Viking Museum
o Day 7, entrance Moesgård Museum
o Day 8, entrance the Old City (Den Gamle By) and ARoS
o Day 9, ‘Sandormen’
o Day 9, coach transfer port-hotel
o Day 10, coach transfer train-hotel
o Day 11, coach 3 hours + guide 8 hours + coach transfer Drottningholm-hotel
o Day 11, canal tour Stockholm-Drottningholm (pax)
o Day 11, entrance Drottningholm Castle and Drottningholm Castle Theatre including the
theaters own guide
o Day 12, coach transfer hotel-museum + coach transfer museum-hotel/or Gamla Stan
o Day 12, entrance Skansen
o Day 13, coach+guide 7 hours
o Day 13, entrance Vasa + Prince Eugens Waldemarsudde + Thielska
o Day 13, roundtrip coach transfer hotel-restaurant-hotel (max 3 hours)
o Day 14, coach transfer hotel-airport
• Ferry and train:
o Day 6, ferry pax+coach Esbjerg-Fanø-Esbjerg
o Day 9, ferry pax Frederikshavn-Gothenburg
o Day 10, train pax Gothenburg-Stockholm
SUPPLEMENT PRE NIGHT COPENHAGEN 15.-16.08.2018
Per single room
$260
Per double room
$310
The pre night includes: 1 night’s accommodation including breakfast

I look forward to the opportunity to travel with you!

Gail

